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By GEORGE NORBE 

Clay L. SHAW, the New Or- 

leans businessman accused of con- 
spiracy in a plot to murder Presi- 
dent Kennedy, goes on trial next 
week in one of the most bizarre 


• ’ ■- .... > . 

his career by trying f prosperous and 
respected businessman,' however vulner- 
able his private life might be, if he 
didn't have something with which to 
substantiate his charges. 

.And what gnaws at the minds of 
people everywhere i* this: if Garrison, 
granting his penchant for creating head- 
lines, 'fa right, -.then' someone has told 
the world a lie so - monstrous .as to be 


3t, atd Lee Harvay Osv^aMI. 
_ discredited Marine* ariLpltfwdlpdmea 
Marxist, and pi^uba%a|^tator who 
once fled to Bpaata, < 

These were hardly, the sort of ptb* 
. y pie that Shaw* a man ^rith the public 
image aa a dynamic, intellectual busi- 
nessman and cultural " leader, could ' be 
expected to know, much less associate 



several j 


virtually inconceivable.. 

That would mean someone either lied 
to or subverted the austere; L 
thie Warren CommiHsion; ikki 
police depai^enfcS 
a murder " 

" thatkey;^ 
ygen^.J 


with. 

Shaw, 55, has a sort of Stevensonian 
wit A and urbanity that have made him “ 
after-dmuey^aii 
' *4 by: tit* 


> cases in American legal history. 

Quite aside from the enormity 
- of the charge, the trial is expected 
to ripple with undercurrentai of v 
bribery, homosexuality, perjury, 
narcotics, politics and international 
intrigue. It may -feyen ^sh^^sbihie> 
light on a series of oddly coinci- 
dental spin-off deaths. : ^ v 

{Scheduled to begin 21, the 
long-awaited trials delay ed time ^ 
and again by thaw's lay^c^; boils 
down to a showdown bo tw $ & New < 
v leans District Attorney 
and the J men who prdtonred ^ ^the 
ume W arren Comiulssfen ,* 

assassination, '■ 

The flamboyant 
district attorney 
several men, one of ; tM 
responsible for the deatl 

" 0m 


Dallas on Nov. 

Commission concluded;! 

Oswald acted alone i 
The last of the le 
start of the trial w 
with the denial of ■ 
a change of Venue th^t 
the case at leist 10$^ 

Orleans. ; ' .y-; -f 

Criminal Pijrttffct A 
f Haggerty also ienia 
to throw oub 
charges Shaw 
with Oswald, Jack 
and others to kill ;5 
Said Haggerty; 
trial even on WTw 
Said .GaridsbtfSv. 

Clay Shaw can gbb i 
SaKfLBdWard 
laWyeri f< Ciay Shaw 
ed. He will be absolu 
Obriously, eomeonejti^ V* 
who? ‘ 

People in New., 

skeptical of Garriaon' c b:/cas0v^u^| 
that the district attorney 
tion ...for. creating, a. 

\ contingency. ? 

Still, they wonder whyrhe:^wburat«w^ 
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Oswald, -Feme and Shaw as conspira- 
tors who met in September of f 1903 at j 
Ferrie’s apartment to plot the Kennedy 
assassination. He said he would pro- 
duce a witness. 

At the time, no one knew who that 
would be. The weakness of this maneuver 
was obvious; of those at the meeting, 
only the mystery witness and if 

he was indeed there, were *l\ti alive. 

Oswald, of course bad baa» mo 
down by Ruby f and Ferrie, in a state of 
paranoia and hypertension over his belief 
that Garrison thought. *** U* get- 
away pilot in the assassination pU*> d«al 
• ip his bed a week before Show's arrest. 

fh^eh W W* two aukide notes, the 
:^^^6ner ^ul^d that TtttW* ***** d<* 

& contai ned <m# 

1 -m- U ******* that SH*w 

• to <t. a. cup's 
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Rouge who had once been David Ferric's 
roommate in New Orleans. * ! - ^ 

to. « If Shaw was a pillar ’of New Orleans 
society, Russo's character was unblelnpM^ 
ished. He was the one solid figu*e\afo$g;l& 
the throng of psychopathic liars, deviates «i 
and narcotics addicts that Garrison^'iiaft^ 
waded through since he laurtched : ^)iU^^ 
investigation. 

Russo testified that he had gone to , 
Ferrie’g apartment in September of 19G3 ; 
with several friends. A party : waa in i 
progress. 

When it ended, Russo said* -his ^ fiends:- j 
left and the only people in the room Vfith 
him were Ferrie, Oswald (whom he Jknew 
as "‘Leon" Oswald) and Shaw, whpm be; y 
knew as Clay Bertrand. 

In a moment of high 
left his chair to point out Shaw,, whojat- ^ 
tensely i* i-h* **.*.&*&•>** j 
i&M imnry: 

‘‘The discussion centered aruriint ; Jfte ».}• 
fact that an aseardna*/’*?*.; al t would • 
have to use diversionary laciks.* There • 
was talk of triangular ion of crossfire as 
diversionary action. 

“Ferrie would put up three fingers to ;) 
demonstrate. One of the -.people . w^uld j 
shoot a diversionary shot, maybe one or ■ 
two people would do it and the third 
person would do the direct hit and.be the 
good shot. = 

“Thereafter, one of these three would v 
be termed the scapegoat. One of them 
would have to be sacrificed while the , 
others got away by plane t<> either Brazil 
or Cuba.” 


g% N OTHER TIME, Ferrie testiHpd, he 
saw Oswald, who had originally met Fer- 
rie at a Civil Air Patrol meeting, in Fer- 
re’s apartment with a rifle. He said Os- 
wald was sittin gon the so fa cleaning the 
Ireapon, which was equipped with a tele- 
Jcopie sight. He described the gun as an .• 
Bid fashioned bolt-action rifle. j 

J At' another meeting of the alleged 
H Conspirators, Russo said, there was an 
argument about where they should fly 
fcgjjfter the assassination. He said at one 
'/point' Oswald leaped to his feet and told 
: ghaw: “Shut up!” adding that Ferrie 

Ifoyas the pilot and knew what \yas best. 



lent Kennedy in New Orleans. He also 
aid that he had identified ShAw as Ber- 
and when Garrison’s investigators took 
m to Shaw’s home and had him pose 
„ a salesman. 

||-^Fhere were holes in Russo’s testimony. 

®Amopg other things, hypnotic suggestion ;? 
Had been used in Garrison’s office to 
Help the witness reconstruct the events. • 
Also, Russo was Incorrect when he 
.aid he had seen Oswald in New Orleans 
is late &a October of the year Kennedy^- 
vas shot. Oswald was in Dallas at that • 
ie. • . *: 

And, on top of that, there was the ’ 
imaging fact that Russo had appeared . 
In a local television show: three weeks >• 
before the hearing and saidhenad never -] 
heard of Oswald until he had feen him 
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lestimony in >: biCtet/J 
Iffeetual cross-exam f ' 
he had waited bo lc 
kith his inforrafctu 
pe was only 22, at i 
been prepared to buc 
the Warren Commisi 
government. Then h< 

. "t Was just a voia 
I left it to the profe 
about it. Then G^rrh 
and said he could prj 
spiracy, so I dec idee 
° Ausso admitted: 
nedy assassination 
connect the man 
'Oswald withLee^ 
Itboiigti he bad seer 
on TV 0 and In the'iv 
Oswald wore, a 
him, Russo said, but 
-fter the killing. o 
, • Defense lawyer: 
jffdn’t. think it str* 

Ipi rotors would .let a wj 
the panning session’s ^ ^ 
liothing to do with ^ 


Russo replied: 

"Oswald looked up -* 1 J ’ 
hell is, he*, doing 1 
mv added. "It's jris 
n nyone iKear^t|f|ii 
A nr I to understand th 
.here , it !1 through 



4 


\ 


i 

j 


\ 











,; OW of the most intriguing: w*a that 
Oswald.;' instead .of, being the assassin, 


If, the blue ribbon panel refused, to 
indict, what the ; three judges ' had de- 
cided would no longer matter. ;• Clay 
Shaw would be free,: Instead, the, jurp 
indicted him. 

* i the name <!fojr Bertrand figured 


knoll in Dealey Plaza from wh 
of >thepriring ; son and several witnesses beli 
on several of : were fired the day Kennedy < 
>fore the was killed in a car crash, 

the case. . 13) Jack “Ruby, who died of 

^ertincly. that y& Parkland Hospital. 


, til a t ^ 

v^cealefcinf pm* ti 6 n Mb 1 
his ,,j)redec^o ^^" Rc^ 






t h e‘ t-r ad Q nYa rt ; ' J . P . J) au ei 
•^lyen Oswald 




the doubt 
have probable 
pic ions, it 

have beliefs,' but we are ehtitled to walk -v : ; • • , £ ; ' .. ... .... . ... 

«.,t At thU cnnrl withnnf : nhv stiffmauh- The Warreu and G.rri.on ver.ion. of O.w.ld'. »cbvit.e» .gree that he wa. m 

New Orleans a few month* before the aiaaisination. Tht« commission exhibit 


out of this court without ahy stigma uh 
til such time as the state cap produce 
evidence to warrant trial. ;.£ • 

“You judges will be in the position 
to say to "this man: ‘You are 


him in the city on Auf. 16, 196 

onth . plotting 
trie ex- 


i wa» in New 


His plea fell on deaf ears. The judges 
agreed unanimously that Shaw would 
Jiave to stand trial. The decision came 
on’Matchr-17, 1967, Shaw's birthday; As 


sailants who used a karate chop to mur- 
der him in his Dallas apartment. 

5) Tom Howard, one of Ruby’s law-, 
yers, who died of a heart attack. 

6) Thomas H. Killam, husband of a 
stripper at Ruby’s Dallas nightclub, who 
fell to his death through a plate glass 


pro-Cuban leaflets in front of the build- 
ing. Dauenhatier denied this. 

Then Shaw said he was on-a plane/to 
California at the time JFK was shot. In 
fact, he was already in San Francisco 
that day. ° 

o„ »« W rnr«.„ » u.cuh»„. It develobed^hat. Garrison ^ad he- _ w „„ _ .. 

the decision was read, he pressed down ;«<>»»« interested^p Sha>v . window in Pensacola, Fla, 

with his fingers on the defense table that an • ttn Daunhine St*'" 7) Columnist Dorothy Kilgallen, who 

as if for support. "*-'t hvednextdoor to Shaw on Dauphinebt., wa3 nted private interview with 

support. and that Feme had made a trip to Ga - Rub fc died in her P New York apartment 

U .^. . veston and Houston the day of the as- - ** - - - - 

saSsination. Garrison assumed (whether 
N’DER Louisiana law, Garrison could correctly or not remains to be seen) that 

Shaw and Ferrie knew each other. 

Since it was known that Oswald and 
Ferrie had met, Garrison concluded that 
Shaw fright have s known Oswald, too. He 
came to * number of other conclusions 


N'DER Louisiana law, Garrison could 

have filed the charge of cohepiraey to 
commit murder with the county cleric 
and brought Shaw to trial. Ho chose, 
instead, ho ' •-ahthenUcJiii^ 

his ca$e> by submitting it to the Orleans 


of a combination of pills and. alcohol. 

8) William Whaley, the cab driver 
whd took the fleeing Oswald home after 
the assassination, died in a car crash. 

9) Karen Bennet Carlin, another 
Ruby nightclub performer and the last 
person to talk to Ruby before the Oswald 
murder, killed by gunshot wounds in 
Houston. 

Mrs. Earlene Roberts, the land-’ 
Oswald's Dallas rooming house ~ 
died of a heart attack. 

11) Nancy Mooney, a former stripper 

... Ruby's club, who hanged herself in 

Ison believes^ was the ; a Dallas jail cell. 

1 : ■- 12) Lee E. Bowers Jr., a bystander 
■*' ~ • At " -a- - ----- from the grassy 

which Garri- 
believe shots 

on^keveral of : were urea tne day Kennedy died. He 


cancer at 

^ E>a v id Ferrie, the accused get- 

pilot,; who, a coroner said, died 
: v x of natural causes — and left two suicide 
the OlAA- n <>tesf 

CIA agent 3, Garret Underhill, 
B ga MadSliWveA there was an assassination 
^ ddfep^acy within his own agency. He 
0i^mitted suicide. 

*' ^ Y Hugh /Ward, New Orleans pri- 
. . investigator linked to Oswald, 
led in a plane crash in Mexico. 

,7) Guy ^Bannister, W T ard’s partner, 
lied of a heart attack. 

^Robert Perrin, self-styled gun- 
_ and acquaintance of Ruby's, who 
Qlound dead of arsenic poisoning, a 
; supposed suicide. 

Rose Cheramie, who said she 


^ Hirown from a moving car by Rub^ r 


ates, w$» later killed in hit-and 
i ’ accident; 

;20) Dr. Mary Sherman of New Or- 
hacked to death in her 
lent with a kitchen knife. She once 
^Farrie with his cancer-cell ex- 
ints on mice. 

. h-a list of deaths, even coincident 
gives pause to even the most 
gained detractor of Jim Garrison. 
i his Wild theories really all that 
7 .. - . 

§£■ one New Orleans reporter said of 
^ week's trial of Clay Shaw: 

•fjjim Garrison, may be ?p % hot air 
w^tcii’ out for the othej: ,10'i 



